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2.

INTRODUCTION

At its meeting on the 17" May 2007, the Council appointed Councillors Farrer,
Lovelock and Mrs. Williams as members to the Standards Committee. At the
time of appointment, the Council was advised that the requirements for political
balance did not apply to this Committee. The Composition of standards
committees is governed by the Relevant Authorities ( Standards Committees)
Regulations 2001

The appointments were made on the basis of political balance and did not
adequately reflect the guidance of the Standards Board for England or the
views of the independent Chair of the Standards Committee that
representatives on the Committee should be drawn from as many of the political
parties making up the membership of the Council as possible to ensure there is
a fair and appropriate balance. The Chair of the Standards Committee is clear;
it is a matter for members to decide the representatives from this Council

RECOMMENDATIONS

It is recommended Council:
Reconsider the membership of the Strandards Committee to take into
account the requirement that political balance is not required.
Confirm the membership as it currently exists, or;
Confirm the appointment of one member from the Conservative Group and
the member from the Independent Group and appoint one nominated
member of the Liberal Democratic Group as District Council members of
the Standards Committee.

S.151 OFFICER COMMENTS

There are no financial implications in this report and the s. 151 officer has
no comments to make
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